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TO : The Consul General - Mr. Hitchcock 

FROM : POL - William H. 

SUBJECT: Horacio SARAGOVI 



Q 


Mr. Saragovi will visit the Consular Section shortly 
to discuss prospects for immigrating to the United 
States. I recommend that he be considered for 
immediate parole as a political exilee. ' 

Saragovi' s history is amply documented in Embassy 
files. In brief, Saragovi was arrested at seventeen 
and convicted by a military tribunal of participating 
in an act of terrorism — specifically, for having 
taken part in the bombing of a business. 

The case excited considerable concern here and in the 
U.S. for two reasons: first was the slight evidence 

on which Saragovi was convicted and the trial errors 
which were so apparent that- Lt. Colonel Cerda of the 
Presidential legal staff agreed to work toward , 
commutation of Saragovi' s sentence; second was young 
Saragovi' s mother's indefatigable efforts to have her 
son released. She took every legal measure possible, 
as well as lobbying over three years with every 
concerned office in Argentina and even with the U.S. 
Congress. 


a. 

The efforts paid off against the background of the 
shaky testimony which led to Saragovi 's conviction. 
The President commuted Saragovi 's sentence early this 
month and he was released on July 2 3.’ 
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2 . 


The remaining problem is that there was fierce and 
continuing opposition to the commutation. What I 
fear is that this opposition will fall into the hands 
of dangerous and irresponsible groups here who will 
punish Saragovi for his success in having "evaded the 
system.” It is impossible to cite a specific 
precedent for this judgment, for Saragovi is the only 
beneficiary of a commutation by this military govern- 
ment. But looking back into 1978 there are on record 
several cases of murders of released prisoners. The 
situation of other prisoners now being let go by 
military authorities is different: they have been 

released from P.E.N. after complete coordination with 
all security elements — any one of which has power 
to block a release. Thus they leave "by consensus" 

— a situation I do not believe exists in Saragovi' s 
case. 

I do not know just how dangerous it is for Saragovi to 
remain in Argentina. My experience in watching human 
rights events in Argentina, however, leads me 
nevertheless to believe that there is danger. He has 
perhaps no greater than one chance in ten of being 
murdered, but that chance at least exists. 


cc: The Ambassador 
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